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INDICATIONS: All patients must have a detailed written or transcribed history and note on the chart prior to performing any procedure, detailing
 the need for cataract extraction.

CLINICAL NOTES

Diagnosis:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Confirmed by:  £ 1. Documented patient signs/Symptoms        £ 2. Snellen Acuity Score        £ 3. Ocular Exam        £ 4. Physician’s Progress notes
I. Procedure: Cataract Extraction
 Cataract Extraction may be considered medically necessary and reasonable for the following conditions:
 £ 1. Symptoms such as blurred vision, visual distortion, reduced contrast sensitivity and/or glare with associated functional impairment.
 £ 2. Functional impairment due to lost or diminished ability to perform everyday activities, participate in hobbies or other leisure-time activities, or to 
   work in one’s occupation.
 £ 3. Visual disability with Snellen acuity worse than 20/40 with impairment of ability to carry out needed or desired activities and the cataract is 
   responsible.
 £ 4. Visual disability with Snellen acuity of 20/40 or better. Documentation must support a visual impairment such as fluctuation of visual function 
   because of glare or reduced contrast sensitivity, which can be supported with the use of (but not limited to) procedures such as glare testing, 
   brightness acuity testing (BAT), or contrast sensitivity testing; complaints of monocular diplopia or polyopia; or visual disparity existing between 
   the two eyes (anisometropia).
 £ 5. Lens-induced disease. Phacomorphic glaucoma, phacolytic glaucoma and other lens-induced diseases.
 £ 6. Concomitant ocular disease (e.g., retinal disease) that requires clear media. Cataract extraction may be required to adequately diagnose or treat 
   other ocular conditions, such as diabetic retinopathy 
II. Limitations: Cataract Surgery is not reasonable and necessary and should not be performed solely to improve vision under the following circumstances
 £ 1. Glasses or visual aids provide satisfactory functional vision.
 £ 2. The patient’s life-style is not compromised.
 £ 3. Patient does not desire surgery.
 £ 4. Patient is unfit (e.g, conditions such as comatose patients, Organic Brain Syndrome, end stage Alzheimer’s, patients with no light perception, 
   etc. in which cataract surgery will not improve the patient’s independence). 
Note: Second Eye Cataract Extraction Surgery
Indications for second eye cataract surgery is common. The second eye surgery is delivered by standard protocols for delayed sequential bilateral cataract 
(DSBCS) surgery-so second eye surgery days to weeks later as a completely separate procedure after post-operative follow up and assessment of the first eye.

Patient education:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
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